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IIN Council Meeting  

Bone Student Center – Illinois State University 
 

Thursday, September 17, 2026 – 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
 

AGENDA 
 

• 9:30 – 9:30 AM Call to Order (Chris Merrett, Chair) 
 

• 9:30 – 9:37 AM Roll Call 
 

• 9:37 – 9:45 AM Welcome and Remarks  
 
Introduction of New Members 
• Jill Rennels-Hutti, Eastern Illinois University 
• Trevonne Thompson, University of Illinois Chicago - Health 

Rockford 
• Kris O’Connor, Illinois State University 

 
• 9:45 - 11:45 AM IIN Hub Summaries  

 
• Noon – 12:45 PM Illinois State University Presentation and Networking Lunch 

(Elisabeth Reed, Director, ISU Office of Sustainability) 
     
• 1:00 – 1:10 PM Departing Remarks and Acknowledgement of Retiring Members  

(Chris Merrett) 
• Craig McLauchlan (from IIN Vice-Chair) 
• Laretta Henderson (from IIN Secretary) 
• Denise Cobb (from IIN Immediate Past Chair) 

 
• 1:10 – 1:20 PM Election of Slate of Officers to Serve on the FY 27 Executive Committee  

(ACTION ITEM) 
• Chair – Mike Bedell, Northeastern Illinois University 

 (filling vacancy of Chair) 
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• Vice-Chair – Lynn Andersen Lindberg, Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale  
(filling vacancy of Vice-Chair) 

• Secretary – Doug Cruitt, Distillery Labs 
(filling vacancy of Secretary) 

• Member at Large – Richard Mocarski, Northern Illinois University 
(annual election) 
 

• 1:20 -1:30 PM Council Resolution - Outgoing Chair (ACTION ITEM) 
(Mike Bedell, Jay Walsh and Jeannette Tamayo)  
 

• 1:30 – 1:33 PM Remarks from Incoming Chair (Mike Bedell) 
 

• 1:33– 2:43 PM  IIN Fellows – Presentations 
Complete listing of Fellows, Institutions, and Project Themes provided 
at the end of the agenda. 
 
Presentation themes: 
• AI, Emerging Technology & Workforce Readiness  
• Health Innovation, Access & Translation 
• Community, Infrastructure & Economic Resilience 
• Institutional Capacity, Partnerships & Network Development 
• Convening, Collaboration & Knowledge Exchange 

 
• 2:43 – 2:50 PM Priorities and Executive Committee Action Items (ACTION ITEM) 

• Council Priorities for FY 2027 
• Creation of a Corporate Engagement Task Force & Delegation of 

Execution to the Executive Committee 
o One-Year Task Force Appointment 
o Deliverable: Identify Resources for IIN 

 
• 2:50 – 2:55 PM Consent Agenda – (ACTION ITEM) 

• Approval of Minutes 
o April 9, 2026 Council Meeting 

• Approval of Ex-Officio Council Member: 
o Illinois State Board of Education, represented by 

Superintendent Dr. Tony Sanders 
• Appointment of Committee Chairs   

o Research & Collaboration – Craig McLauchlan, Illinois State 
University, Co-Chair 
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o Social Innovation – Danny Block, Chicago State University, 
Co-Chair  

• Reauthorization of IIN Subcommittees: 
o Research Administration & Development Subcommittee 
o Youth Entrepreneurship Subcommittee 

 
• 2:55 – 3:00 PM Public Comment* 

(Jeannette Tamayo) 
 

• 3:00 PM  Adjournment & Photos** 
(Mike Bedell) 
 

 
NEXT MEETING:          November 19, 2026 – In Person Meeting – Chicago Area 
 
 
*Public Comment  
Comments may be provided via email to iincontact@uillinois.edu by 11AM on September 17, 
2026.  
 
** Group Photo of Council Members may be taken after the meeting. 
 

_____________________ 
 

IIN Fellows & Presentations (1:33-2:43 PM) 
 
1. AI, Emerging Technology & Workforce Readiness 

• Roy Magnuson | Director, Adaptive Edge Institute, Illinois State University 
Your Move: Teaching AI-Assisted Problem Solving for Non-Technical Staff and Faculty 

• Sinan Onal | Professor and Chair, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
A Cross-IIN Faculty Development Initiative on AI-Enhanced, Competency-Based 
Teaching 

• Anna Smith | Associate Professor, Illinois State University 
Sustaining Responsible Use of Emerging Technologies across the Illinois Innovation 
Network 

• Xiaoli Li | Assistant Professor, Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
Assessing University Students’ Readiness and Acceptance of Virtual Reality (VR) in 
Healthcare Education: A Multidisciplinary Pilot Study in Southern Illinois 
 
 

mailto:iincontact@uillinois.edu
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2. Health Innovation, Access & Translation 
• Ashley N. Frederick | Nursing Instructor, Western Illinois University 

Lowering the Barrier to Patient Safety: A Practical Root Cause Analysis Toolkit for 
Frontline Leaders 

• Hui Li | Assistant Professor, Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
From Bench to Practice: Advancing Translation of IIN-Funded Point-of-Care 
Diagnostics 

• Anitha Saravanan | Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University 
Broadband for Better Health (B4BH) Playbook for Equitable Digital Health for Older 
Adults in Illinois 
 

3. Community, Infrastructure & Economic Resilience 
• Josh Averbeck | Professor/Social Media Lab Director, Western Illinois University 

NeighborBot: Artificial Intelligence and Community Economic Development 
• Yunchuan Liu | Assistant Professor, Governors State University 

A Comprehensive Analysis and Actionable Recommendations to Enhance the 
Preparedness, Planning, and Mitigation Strategies of IIN Member Universities 
Regarding the Energy and Water Impacts of Data Centers 

 
4. Institutional Capacity, Partnerships & Network Development 

• Brandi Barnes | Research Scientist/Adjunct Lecturer, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign 
Carnegie Classification Toolkit for IIN 

• Hei-Chi Chan | Associate Professor of Mathematics, University of Illinois Springfield 
Innovation Student Ambassador Program 

• Sammer Saleh Jones | Director for Global Relations, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign 
U21 Partnership Metrics Survey and Toolkit 
 

5. Convening, Collaboration & Knowledge Exchange 
• M. Diane Cox | Director of Professional Development, Southern Illinois University 

Edwardsville 
IIN Conference FY26: Powering Illinois’ Future Together 

• Kevin Tucker | Associate Professor of Chemistry, Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville 
IIN Conference 2026: Powering Illinois’ Future Together 

 
 
 


